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"TRAVELING LIBRARIES

WHAT WOMEN'S CLUBS HAVE DONE

IN THE VARIOUS STATES TO
FOSTER THESE USEFUL INSTI-
TUTIONS. - - - - @

IS8 MYRTILLA AVERY, whe from

M the busginming of the traveling lihrary

work of the Stote Library at Albany

has heen the assistant of the director of

epartment, Melvil Dew talked in-

tingly on thie subject durdng a recent
vi=it im town,

*The traveling Hbrary  prineip Faid
ehe, * has develope] enormously since Mro
Dewey began o put it in operntion at the
New York State Library In 180 Tt is In
line with the spirit of the day. Librariea
must be mobilized.  Tooks must travel
more, The traveling library fills a place
not occupied by any other collection of
bonks. Even where o library has been o5-
tablished. if the community 1s small and
poor. #o thnt there is no money for the
purchuse of fresh books, and the contents
of the shelves become old and stale, public
interest dies out and the usefulness of the
library  declines,  The traveling  ibrary
boxes. visiting the old library one after
another, maintain the intereat. Conalder-
ing Ue object of State Library work 1o be
the smecuring of the greatest number of
readers of good books in New York State,
at the lowest porsible cost, results have
proved that n glven nmount of money will
accomplish more good in this way ihan any
other.

“ Traveling pictures have now taken
their place with the books. and they are
mow being followed by apparatus, sclentifle
collections. maps, charts, and other educa-
tional agencles, ton costly 1o be owned by a
single locallty, which, however, can get
what it needs from a few months’ use In
the year, thus dividing the cost among a
number. We are cven =epding out travel-
ing Ubraries for the blind, of whom there
are more than 5000 in the State of Now
Tork. When we first thought of this we
!dum! that there seemmed to have been an

i among blish of books for
the blind that because a person has lost
his sight he will want to spend his time
with distinetively religlous lterature.  In
convequence the blind were cut off from the
whale body of general lternture, Our first
puk lon for them was *The Lonnie
Birier Bush,” which was welcomed with de-
light. Two of our new publications for the
blind will be Mr. Howells's * Herolnes of
Fietlon * and °The Muking of an Amer-
fean.”

“We have mow 1000 libraries traveling

over New York State all the time.  But the
possibilities for the development are nlmost
Infinlte.  The rural free delivery system
might well be utitized for lbrary extension
to sentlered furme,

* A development of the system which we
have under conslderation is the book
wagon, book wagen weuld hold 100
or more " house libraries "—packages of ten
of more books, A skillful man could drive
from house te house. leave and exchange
the packages, and find out the tastes, needs,
and Interests of the people from conver-
sation. We belleve that, properly monaged,
as large returns could be secured from a
systemn of book wagons as from any edu-
eatlonnl work now being done at publie
eXPenEe.

** The suceesz of the New York State sys-
tem af traveling lbraries," continued Miss
Avery. " has spread the iden throughout
the entire country since 168%L  In thiriy-
four other States there Is now =ome form
of the system. Im this remarkable growth
of the iden the women's elubs are entitled
to almost the entire eredit. Tn nearly avery
State the work has been started by the
elubs, and the State has afterward taken
it up at thelr solicitatlon,

** Michigan was the second State to adopt
the system, and the action of the Michigan
Legislature was due o the efforts of Mrs,
Mary €. Spencer. the State Librarian.

*“In  Maine, the State Federation of

. Women's Clubs started the werk, and se-
cured a law for a Library Commiszsion and
an annual appropriation of $1.000 In 180,

*In 1000 the Vermont Free Library Coms
mission began Its work with  librarles
turned over to it by the State Federa-
tlon of Women's Clubs.

* Under the library law of Massachusetts
£100 worth of books may be given ns the
nuclews of a public lbrary to any town
making a certain annual apprepriation.
Owing o thls nearly every town In Massa-
chuseits has a library, But as the annual
appropriation Is toe small to permit of the

of books, In many of
these lbrarles was almost dead. In 18M,
the Boston Women's Education Assocla-
tlon bagan te sond traveling libraries and |
pletures 1o these moribund local Institu- |
tlons. The plan Is filling its alm ndmlrl.
biy. -

* The Connectleut FPublic Tibrary C\nm.
mittee has sixty-three traveling libraries,
many of which have been given by women's |
clubs” and by the Connecticut Soclety of
Colonial Dames.

** The traveling library system established |
in New Jersey in 1898 was largely due to
the work of the State Federation of Weo-
men's Clubs.

“In Delaware the Legislature In 1500
provided for an annual approprioiion to ald |
ﬂle State Federation In Its traveling Iibrary i

“Ih Maryland and North Cimllml wn-l

men's_clubs are sending out and |
in Georgia they are trying to mlwlr the
| in the work of the State Library

Chammission. cansed by the faet that the
State made no appraprintion far the work,
For instanes, the county i w
= whtuated hos (i

Ehborhioad lhrary ns=soclation, genceally
vemnpossd of both men a women, for the
purpose of providing n school library in
that district. To each of these asseclations
the club londs a lbrary, Several thousand
relumes are at present in clrcelation in the
Btate threugh ihe ageney of the women's
clili, together with mounted pletures,
pinster casta, & In additlon (e this, trav-
eling Hbraries of =ixty volumes each, given
ke Sm are cireuluting among the

0
Alnbuma o State Federation has
filleon oF twenly Hbrarles in circulation:
in Texas several counties are supplied with
traveling librories by clubs within thelr
Borders; In Tennesser the women have
twenty-six libraries. In nincteen mountaln
eountles of Kentucky the libraries of the
State Federation are clreulating.

* The Herary legislation of Indiana, which
in 126 provided for a library commission,
nn appropriation of 2L for the enuip-
ment of traveling Hbraries, and $00 & year
for expenses, was largely due te the agitn-
tion of the Indiann club women. The Hil-
nols Federntlon of Women's Clubs endeay -
ored lo sceure the same resulis, bud falled.
Tt hag now about N lbraries of its own
in clreulation,

“ Wisconsin has had n remorkable his-
tory in the way of traveling libraries. There
are a number of different systems in the
State, generally clrculating In one county
cach. Three of them have been foundid
and supported by philanthropic men=—1l:s
first by Senator J. T1. Stout, now Presideni
of the Board of Hegents of the State Uni-
versity. In flve other counties the systems
are supported by the women's elubs, There
Is o mew Wisconsin law, wnder which about
eighty Hbrarles are sent out direct from
Madison, i d chiefly by in-
dividuale. Then the State Federatlon has
about fifty In elreulation, making in all
belween 300 and 400 loraries In clrculution
through the State.

‘The club women of Minnesota turned
over many books and eases (o the Public
Library Commission, when the latter was
established by law in 180, In Missourl the

State Federnton of Wamen's Cluby is senid-
Ing oul sixiy Whearden from Homsas Uiy
aml St Louls The firel sraveling lorary

senl aal was the means of =tarting, in Jef-
ferson Clty. where It was stathoned, o
mevement for o g library which re-

multedd inoa gift of S2508E0 from Mr. ar-
neghe, :

“in Wan=ag the traveling Horarles des
Fiment w falid Bn the State Li-
vlirnr}' urtire rough the efforis of the
Wamen's Siate Federatlon, which  then
turned over S0 volumes and thirgy-four
waaes to the State ns n nuclens.  Through
the efforts of the Nebrusho State Fed-
eratlon  Lh. St establlshed  traveling
Iibraries in MWL, with an appropriatlon of
4k for their support.  In ldabie the Ll
Macing iravellng Hbraries on a splendid
lasis in the State was secured entieely
through the efforts of the Columbian Clils
of Bolsd City.  In this State half the cases
g0 by stage, and some statlons can be
reached only in July and Auguel. 66 Ae-
count of Lhe Snows the rest of the yoar

“In Colorado the women secured
first appropriation cver made by the State
for the support of the Sinte Library: and
they have now a traveling library of alout
5500 volumes In seventy cases, which they
=tand ready to turn over to the State
whenever they shall have Induced the lat-
er 1o establish the work as a State ins=tl-
tution.  In Washington, Kansas, ldaho,
and numerous other Stntes where the work
has been taken up by the State the State
Federations have been recognlzed by the
law, which pr for the
of elub women upon the State Library Com-
mlssion.

“Mr. Dewey stales In his last report
that the New York State Federatlon of
Women's Clubs has been the most active
promoter of the traveling Hbrary system
lu thiz Btate. A Librry Commitiee was
appolated by the [ederation for the pur-
pase, among other things, of introducing
State traveling Wbraries In roral communi-
tles where many of the people were igno-
rant that o llbrary could Le secured from
Albany. Six monthe after the committee
@l o work one member hod Introduced
the lbraries Inte thirteen communities
which hud never had them before. An-
other member vhedted twenty-five nelgh-
boring localities In the Interests of the
work and corresponded with many more.
In another eounty two permanent libraries
were established as the result of o mem-
ber's work. The result of the work of the
commiltee was apparont in a lurgely in-
creased correspondence in the library at
Albany.  The federation Is now pushing
the appolniment of o Standing Library
Committee In each federated club, whose
duty it shall be to intreduce traveling 1=
braries, establish local lbraries, and Ime-

the

prove schoel und Sunday school librarios.
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